
T H E  F R O Z E N  R I V E R

1. Did you enjoy the book? Rate it from 1 - 5.

2.  How did life in Hallowell in 1789 surprise you? Did the characters act as you expected for the
historical period? What revelations were most interesting to you?

3.  Much of the novel’s action focuses on the legal process surrounding Rebecca Forster’s assault
and Martha’s testimony. Were you surprised at the way the 18th-century judicial process
unfolded? Do you think Rebecca’s story would have been received differently in a contemporary
courtroom?

4.  The Ballards are an incredibly close-knit family. Did you have a favorite character among
Martha and Ephraim’s brood? Was there a relationship between one of Martha’s children and
their suitors that you were particularly cheering for?

5.  Experts are few and far between in Hallowell, making Martha and Doctor’s medical knowledge
all the more important, and making Doctor Page’s poor advice especially dangerous. Would you
have acted differently in Martha’s place to warn the townspeople about Page?

6.  Martha and her daughters spend much of the novel immersed in everyday household labor
such as making candles, baking bread, weaving and killing chickens. Were there any 1780s tasks
you’d be interested to try for yourself?

7. What did you think of the way Martha and Ephraim’s past is revealed in the interstitial
chapters? What did those glimpses of their earlier years reveal about them as the 1789 story
unfolded?  Which moments in their love story struck you most deeply?

8.  Sally and Sarah are set up in opposition to each other throughout the novel, and Martha
guesses incorrectly about both of their futures. Did you see those plot twists coming? Would you
have acted differently toward either woman if you had been in Martha’s shoes?

9.  Martha’s final confrontation with North has lasting consequences for both of them. Do you
think justice was done? What about in regards to Rebecca’s assault and Burgess’ killing? Would
you have made the same choice as Martha?

10.  Did you read the author’s note? If so, did it change your evaluation of Martha’s life and the
story of the “year of the long winter?”

A R I E L  L A W H O N


